St. Mary’s Church, Speldhurst
St. John’s Church, Groombridge
St. Martin’s Church, Ashurst

31st July 2022
TODAY:
10 am
Summer Worship - ’Growing in Nature’ in St Mary’s Churchyard extension
Meet us in the churchyard extension to ﬁnd out more about how we can see God's
crea!on all around us. We will meet at 9.45 am for a light breakfast, followed by
outdoor fun including ac!vi!es using the nature we see around us.
11 am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer 1662) at St Martin’s with the
Ven Sharon Copstake, Archdeacon of Tonbridge
NEXT WEEK: SUNDAY 7th AUGUST
10 am
Online Act of Worship on You Tube: Youtube.com/StMarysSpeldhurst
10 am
All-Age Communion - ’Growing Together’ at St Mary’s
A cafe style act of worship at 10am in Speldhurst School Hall, including communion and
music with friends and family. Find out more about members of our congrega!on
through directed conversa!ons and ac!vi!es. Join us for coﬀee and cake a<erwards.
11 am
Traditional Matins at St John’s
Photos for our Online Gallery
Our 10 am online services
always begin with a gallery of
photos from around the
parish. We welcome all your
contribu!ons. Please send
them to: speldhurstcommunitygroup@gmail.com

Rector: The Rev Douglas Wren (on sabba!cal)
The Church Oﬃce Andrea Burgess (Parish
Administrator) 01892 861187
speldhurst.church@btopenworld.com
Website: www.speldhurstchurch.org
Facebook: facebook.com/StMarysSpeldhurst/

Prayer for the Persecuted Church
The imprisonment of Chris!ans in Laos is not unusual, but what makes Soy's* story
especially unusual and troubling is that she was just 14 when detained – a year below
the legal age for imprisonment in Laos. Soy was one of 14 believers imprisoned for six
days for refusing to stop worshipping Jesus. Even when pressured in prison to renounce
their faith, the group refused. They were later released but the persecu!on con!nued
for Soy, who was bullied by her friends and even her teachers.
To con!nue her studies, Soy (now 16) moved to the city where Open Doors has been a
huge help to her. “Because of God’s love, I received ﬁnancial support to buy food and
school supplies to con!nue my studies,” she says. “Without it, I would not be able to
con!nue my studies.”
A prayer for Laos
Lord Jesus, give your children in Laos strength to stand ﬁrm against pressure and
persecu!on. Protect house churches from surveillance and restric!on, and guard people
from deten!on. Provide for all families and churches whose pastor has been
imprisoned. Bring an end to the traﬃcking of women to China, and minister your
healing to all those needing it today. Thank you for your faithful church in Laos. May
your people con!nue to grow in faith and witness. Amen.
*Name changed for security reasons
Informa on supplied by Open Doors
Join us at Speldhurst Lunch Club
Speldhurst Age UK Lunch Club has
vacancies for any senior member of the
Speldhurst community. Lunch club meets
in the Chapel for good company and a
delicious, hot, two-course meal with tea
or coﬀee on the ﬁrst Friday of the month
from noon un!l about 1.45 at a cost of
£8.
If you would like to come along, ring Jan
on 07808 299628 or 01892 863 931 who
will give you more informa!on. Or, if you
are someone who has a senior family
member or friend you think would enjoy
some friendship and food, please tell
them about Lunch Club, encourage them
to join us and let Jan know. If he or she
would beneﬁt from you accompanying
them to lunch, you would be most
welcome.

Kevin struggled through the
heatwave

