
In this season we have some special services, all of which are 

open to everyone. If you are a bit uncertain about coming 

along then please take this as my personal invita�on to do just 

that. Let me explain what is on offer. 
 

March 19
th

 is Mothering Sunday. Which this year also includes 

a bap�sm at the 10am service, which will make it extra special. 

There is also a more tradi�onal service at 8am because not 

everyone has posi�ve memories at this �me. 
 

All the rest of the key services are at the beginning of April but 

I want you to know about them in advance. 
 

On Maundy Thursday, 6
th

 April, we have a Passover Meal 

star�ng at 5.30 so that as many families as possible can join 

us. There will be a meal during which we will recreate the 

meal that was so important to Jews including Jesus, especially 

before his crucifixion. 
 

Good Friday (7
th

) provides us with three opportuni�es to  

engage with this important part of both Jesus’ story and ours. 

It also gives us the chance to share with our brothers and  

sisters in Groombridge and Ashurst. At noon there will be a 

quiet medita�ve �me of reflec�on, An Hour at the Cross, at St 

John’s, Groombridge. At 3pm we have The People’s Passion in 

St Mary’s and finally at 4pm a musical reflec�on in St Mar�n’s, 

Ashurst. 
 

I’ll say more about Easter next �me. For now, I wish you a  

crea�ve, life giving Lent. 
 

Yours, 

March 2023 
 

Growing the love of Jesus  
in our community 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of St Mary’s, 
 

Spring has sprung and we are in a  

special �me of the year with beau�ful 

flowers, longer days and a hint of warmth (perhaps). It’s also a 

special �me of the year for another reason: Lent. 
 

Why is Lent special? It’s not because we spend our �me longing 

for chocolate, wine or whatever else you have given up. Lent is 

special because it is a chunk of the year in which we are  

encouraged to work at our discipleship, a limited period set 

aside for special training. 
 

I really want to encourage you to make the most of Lent this 

year because I am focused on moving on and want St Mary’s to 

be as robust as possible going forward. The very best way for 

that to happen is for everyone to be growing in their  

rela�onship with God. The prac�cali�es will get sorted because 

we have loads of talented people in our church family but there 

won’t be a church family if we are not growing as disciples. I 

write this to everyone but in par�cular to those who are new to 

our community. To help us all, here are the key opportuni�es to 

take up. 
 

Let’s start with The Lec�o Course which most Home Groups are 

doing. It’s not too late to join a group if you would like, just 

speak to John Perkins, Ian Firth or me. If you can’t make it to a 

group then take a look at the website where you can see how to 

join in on your own: hBps://www.24-7prayer.com/resource/

lec�o-course/ . 
 

 

The Rectory, Southfields, Speldhurst, 

TN3 0PD 

douglas.wren12@gmail.com, 862821 


